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One of the goals of this class is to teach you skills for applying psychological research to specific social situations; this assignment focuses on these skills in particular. The assignment will require you to watch one of three movies that I believe demonstrate key theories and themes from our course (movies TBA), and write a paper analyzing the relationship(s) depicted in the movies from a relationship science and social psychological perspective.

· How do I analyze the social situation? To succeed, try to think like a social psychologist, marshalling evidence to support your claims and deducing hypotheses about what might be happening from theories in the course. The focus should be on untangling the complexities of the relationship(s) in the movie using concepts from the lecture or text, not your own ideas (great as they may be). Ask yourself about the details of the social situation being depicted in the movie, and how those details relate to what you’ve learned in this course. You may wish to consider the following questions in your analysis: Based on social psychological theory, what events might have caused the relationship events depicted in the movie? What events might follow the events depicted in the movie? What could have been done to avert/change the outcomes depicted in the movie? What might be the psychological repercussions of the events depicted in the movie for the event participants? Do not limit yourself to these questions, I offer them as food for thought.

· How much detail should I use to describe the theories? It isn’t necessary to explain class material in detail. However, you should be persuasive about why a theory applies in this instance and what its implications are in these circumstances. Show us that you understand the theories and findings by the way you use them in the assignment, not by describing them extensively.

· Can I start working on it now? What material is relevant? You can start working on your assignment as soon as I post the movies on CourseSpaces and we discuss them in class. Materials from class and assigned readings up-to-and-including materials presented on March 7th will be relevant to the assignment.


If you need any help with your paper, do not hesitate to come see your instructor or TA.

Additional Requirements
· This paper is to be three pages (double-spaced, standard Times New Roman 12pt font, inch margins). This page limit does not include title page or references. Papers that go past the page limit will receive a zero.
· The assignment is due Thursday, April 7th at 12:00pm (high noon!): Please submit the assignment by noon in the drop box on CourseSpaces. Papers will not be accepted by email. Any papers submitted by email will be ignored. No late assignments will be accepted. The drop box on CourseSpaces will close at noon on April 7th and any papers not yet submitted will receive a mark of zero. There will be no exceptions to this policy, except for students who obtain written, verifiable evidence of medical problems or other extreme circumstances, and who inform me of these issues in advance. Emergency situations do of course happen, and we will handle each of these on a case-by-case basis.
· Your paper must cite material from the text and lectures, but must also reference two journal articles relevant to your analysis. The journal articles you cite must come from the following approved journals only:
· Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, Journal of Experimental Social Psychology, Social Psychology and Personality Science, Personal Relationships, Journal of Social and Personal Relationships, Self and Identity.

· Be sure to follow APA style when citing materials from the text and your journal articles and when preparing your reference list
